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Natural History As the Core of Basic Education Oriented to Ecological Civilization

TIAN Song
( The Center for the Humanities Southern University of Science and Technology Shenzhen 518055 China)

Abstract: As an institution of modern society one of the goals of basic education is to cultivate qualified citizens in society. Therefore the setting of bas—
ic education depends on the needs of society and the setting of social goals. Basic education and social institution are mutually constructive. Basic educa—
tion determines the “three basics” of the people — the basic knowledge system the basic way of thinking and the basic values. In an industrial society its
education system is intended to produce qualified citizens in an industrial society. Industrial civilization is based on mathematical science and its techno—
logical system so its basic education attaches importance to mathematical science. Mathematical science is the core part of its basic knowledge system
and it is also the basis of basic ways of thinking and basic values. Mathematical science and mechanical views of nature are mutually constructive. There—
fore the mechanical view of nature is both its basic way of thinking and its basic value. Ecological civilization is a form of civilization that is completely
different from industrial civilization and the construction of ecological civilization requires its citizens to generally have the “three basics” that are compat—
ible with ecological civilization so basic education needs to be adjusted. Strengthening natural history is an operational way. The basic knowledge system
about the external world emphasizes the component of natural history and even takes natural history as the core. From natural history it can produce bas—
ic ways of thinking and basic values that are compatible with ecological civilization.
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